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and fifty years after the enthronement of Dositheus this ex-
clusion did not extend to Syrians from the Patriarchate of
Antioch, two at least of whom rose to the dignity of Patri-
arch of Jerusalem. The local natives, however, whose
grievances have been summed up in a fiery tract/ date their
exclusion from the brotherhood, and thus practically from
the possibility of attaining episcopal rank, as far back as
the Patriarchate of Germanus, which began in 1534, the
year of the inception of the Order of the Jesuits. Up to the
time of the enthronement of this Peloponnesian monk, so they
maintain by a somewhat naive historical argument, all pa-
triarchs, bishops, priests, and monks had been natives of the
see. Thus, from primitive times genuine natives of Pales-
tine had been the lawful custodians of the holy places.
After the Arab occupation, their rights were confirmed by
the famous Covenant of 'Omar, preserved to this day in the
dependancy of the Jerusalem Convent at Constantinople.
These rights, temporarily in abeyance during the crusading
period, were severally confirmed, and always to the native
church, by the Eyyubite and Mameluke dynasties, and
finally by the Turkish conquerors. With the usurpation of
authority by Germanus, as the native Orthodox deem it,
the church of Jerusalem lost its natural independence and
self-control. During a patriarchate of forty-five years, he
filled up all the episcopal sees with his fellow Grecians.
With the independence of the native Syrians went their
guardianship of the holy places. This loss of legitimate
control, so goes on the native argument, logically involved
the further division of the holy places, which soon followed,
among Latins, Armenians, and other foreigners, for the
original Greek usurpers were themselves foreigners! At-
tempts, they say, have been made by the lonians to prove
that from the beginnings of Christianity the Orthodox of
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(Historical Glance at the Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre.) This
was issued in 1893 under the pseudonym of Sheikh 'Abd-eI-Ahad~esh-
Shafi, which covered a composite authorship. It was brought down to
date and reprinted in 1909.

